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ABBREVIATIONS 

 
 
 
AIS : Automatic Identification System 
 
COLREG : Collision Regulations (International Regulations for Prevention of Collisions 

at Sea) 
 
DF : Direction Finder 
 
DSC : Digital Selective Calling. 
 
DTO            : Vessel Traffic Operator  
 
ETA : Estimated Time of Arrival 
 
VTS : Vessel Traffic Service 
 
VTSC : Vessel Traffic Services Center            
 
IALA : International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse 

Authorities 
 
IMO : International Maritime Organisation 
 
LOA              : Length Overall 
 
RT : Radio Telephone 
 
MMSI           : Marine Mobile Service Identity 
 
MARRAP       : Marmara Report  
 
SMCP : Standard Marine Communication Phrases 
 
SOLAS :  International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea 1972 
 
SP : Sailing Plan 
 
TSS                 : Traffic Separation Scheme  
 
TSMTR         : Turkish Straits Maritime Traffic Regulation  
 
TSVTS           : Turkish Straits Vessel Traffic Services 
 
TUBRAP         : Turkish Straits Reporting System  
 
UTC : Universal Time Coordinated 
 
VHF : Very High Frequency 
 
WGS : World Geodetic System 
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GENERAL 
 

Introduction 
The Turkish Straits VTS has been established in accordance with applicable national and 
international rules and regulations in order to improve the safety of navigation, protection of life, 
property and environment in the Turkish Straits by using the latest technology. This User’s Guide has 
been prepared in order to enhance the safety of navigation, life and property of vessels navigating, 
anchoring, berthing, unberthing within the TSVTS area stated in its content and to protect the marine 
environment and structures located at sea from the negative effect of marine traffic and prepared in 
order to determine the procedures and bases that they will be responsible of and provide the 
information needed by considering the efficiency of maritime traffic. This Guide is to be used by 
taking the Turkish Straits Maritime Traffic Regulations into account as promulgated in 23515 
numbered and 06 November 1998 dated Official Gazette. 
 
Operation 
The TSVTS shall be operated in accordance with the Turkish Straits Maritime Traffic Regulations, as 
promulgated in the 23515 numbered and 6 November 1998 dated Official Gazette and Regulation 
related with Establishment and Operation of Vessel Traffic Services promulgated in the 26438 
numbered and 18 February 2007 dated Official Gazette by taking the IMO Resolutions A.857 (20) 
and A.827 (19) into account. 
 
Competent Authority 
Minister of Transport.  
 
Administration 
Undersecretariat for Maritime Affairs. 
 
TSVTS Authority 
Director General of Coastal Safety. 
 
Services Provided 
The services provided by TSVTS have been determined by taking the related IALA resolutions and 
recommendations into account and TSVTS provides the Information Service, Navigational 
Assistance Service and Traffic Organization Service in compliance with IMO Resolutions A.857(20) 
and A.827(19), Regulation related with Establishment and Operation of Vessel Traffic Services and 
requirements for quality management standards TS EN ISO 9001:2000. 
 
Service Area 
The TSVTS covers the area indicated in figures no. 1, 2, 3 and 4. 
 
Active Participant Vessels 
Except of local traffic vessels, all vessels carrying dangerous cargo and vessels 20 meters in length 
or over, whatever purpose, shall be designated as “Active Participant” vessels within the TSVTS 
area. These vessels shall comply with TUBRAP reporting system prepared in accordance with the 
international legislation (IMO A.851 (20) numbered resolution). 
 
Passive Participant Vessels 
Vessels less than 20 meters in length and local traffic vessels within the TSVTS area, for whatever 
purpose, shall be designated as “Passive Participant” vessels. 
Passive participant vessels do not do active reporting; however these vessels must listen 
continuously VHF channel of their own sector and obey the instructions given by the TSVTS within 
the TSVTS Area. 
At the extend of legislation applied by the related authority, vessels which are not required to carry 
VHF are described as non participant vessels. 
 
Caution 
Within the TSVTS system, an ENC prepared based upon WGS 84 datum is used. Participants using 
charts of a different datum should make the necessary datum corrections for the positions given by 
the TSVTS in latitudes and longitudes. 



 2

TURKISH STRAITS REPORTING SYSTEM 
 
Traffic Separation Scheme 
The limits of the traffic separation scheme as established in accordance with Rule 10 of the 
Convention on the COLREG and adopted by the IMO for the Turkish Straits and their approaches 
are shown below:  
 

   Northern Limits:      Southern Limits: 
41˚ 16΄ N / 028˚ 55΄ E     40˚ 05΄ N / 026˚ 11΄ E 
41˚ 21΄ N / 028˚ 55΄ E     40˚ 02΄ N / 025˚ 55΄ E 
41˚ 21΄ N / 029˚ 16΄ E     39˚ 50΄ N / 025˚ 53΄ E 
41˚ 14΄ N / 029˚ 16΄ E     39˚ 44΄ N / 025˚ 55΄ E 

        39˚ 44΄ N / 026˚ 09΄ E 
The area connecting the positions.   The area connecting the positions. 
 
SP 1 Report 
Masters, owners or agents of the vessels carrying dangerous cargo or the vessels that are 
500 GT and above should submit a written Sailing Plan 1(SP-1) to the relevant VTS Centers at least 
24 hours prior to entry into the Turkish Straits. Masters, owners or agents of the vessels that are 
between LOA 200-300m and/or vessels with a draft over 15m should submit a written Sailing Plan 
1(SP-1) at least 48 hours prior to entrance. 
 

SP 1 REPORT FORM 
Code Meaning 

A SHIP’S NAME, CALL SIGN, FLAG, IMO No, MMSI No 
B DATE AND TIME (UTC) 
C POSITION (LAT/LONG) 
F CONTINUOUS MANOEUVRING SPEED (in KNOTS including decimals) 
G PORT OF DEPARTURE 
H ARRIVAL DATE AND TIME TO THE ENTRANCE OF THE STRAIT/ LT (TURKEY) 
I PORT OF DESTINATION 

J 
REQUEST PILOT (YES/NO) 
 ISTANBUL STRAIT 
 MARMARA SEA 
            ÇANAKKALE STRAIT 

O FORE AND AFT DRAFT, MAX AIR DRAFT (AT THE ENTRANCE OF THE STRAIT) 

P 
CARGO (TYPE AND QUANTITY)*  
DESCRIPTION OF DANGEROUS, NOXİOUS AND POLLUTANT GOODS(UN 
NO/NAME/CLASS/QUANTITY)  (IMDG, IGC, IBC, GC, INF) * 

Q DEFECTS/DAMAGE/DEFICIENCIES/OTHER LIMITATING REASONS 
T SHIP’S AGENT /REPRESANTATIVE / TAX NO / NAME - SURNAME OF MASTER 

U 

SHIP TYPE 
LOA /BEAM (METRES) 
GRT / NRT  
DOUBLE OR SINGLE HULL TANKERS / CONSTRUCTION YEAR OF VESSEL 

W NUMBER OF CREW AND PASSANGER 

X 
P&I INSURANCE INFO (P&I Club Name / Policy NO / Validity)  
BUNKER ON BOARD ( F/O – D/O -  L/O ) 
LAST PSC DATE 

(*)Detailed information related with her cargo may be requested as needed 
 
Owners , operators or agents of vessels that are LOA 300 m or more , vessels that are propelled by 
nuclear power and vessels carrying nuclear cargo or nuclear waste shall provide information 
regarding their characteristics and cargo to the Administration during the planning stage of the 
voyage provided that not being less than 72 hours. They shall submit the documents issued by the 
flag state in order to prove that vessel is complied with the IMO standards and regulations arranged 
by other related international agreement and cargo are carried appropriately. The Administration, 
based upon to these data related with vessels, shall inform the relevant vessel’s owner, agent, 
operator or master in order to provide the necessary conditions for the safe passage through Turkish 
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Straits by considering all specifications of the vessels including the dimensions and maneuvering 
capabilities, the morphological and physical structure of the Turkish Straits, the condition of the 
season, safety of navigation, life, property and environment and situation of maritime traffic. Those 
vessels mentioned which possess the necessary conditions for passage submits a SP 1 at least 72 
hours in advance. 
 
Vessels carrying dangerous cargo and/or vessels 500 GT and above, about to depart from ports in 
the Sea of Marmara, shall submit sailing plan SP 1 Report to the relevant VTSC at least 6 hours prior 
to their departure. All TUBRAP reports should be sent to the VTSC timely and accurately. 
 
The SP 1 report has great importance to effective traffic management. As  vessels that do 
not send SP 1 report timely may cause congestion of marine traffic, delays and waiting, 
they may be excluded from the daily traffic plan. 
 
SP 1 report should be sent to the addresses of Istanbul and Canakkale VTSC below. 
 
Istanbul VTSC;  
 
• Fax:   + 90 212 323 48 06 

323 48 07 
323 48 08 

• Delivery service/Hand over to the VTSC 
 

Address: Istanbul Boğazı Gemi Trafik Hizmetleri Merkezi 
Istinye Cad. Eski Tersane içi 

34460 Istinye/Istanbul 
• Tel:  +90 212 323 4800 PBX  
Çanakkale VTSC; 
  
• Fax:   + 90 286        2131240 

2131241 
2133077 

• Delivery Service/Hand over to the VTSC 
 

Address: Çanakkale Boğazı Gemi Trafik Hizmetleri Merkezi Akbaş Mevkii 
    17900  Eceabat/Çanakkale 

• Tel: +90 286 213 4800 PBX 
 
SP 2 Report 
Except of war ships, state-owned vessels not used for commercial purposes, and local traffic vessels, 
ship masters who declared that their vessels are technically suitable on his SP1 report and masters of 
vessels LOA 20 meters or more shall submit SP2 report to the relevant VTS via VHF channel 
designated 2 hours or 20 miles (whichever comes first) prior to entry into the Istanbul or Çanakkale 
Straits.  
  
After having submitted the SP 2 Report, vessels shall act by taking into account information provided 
by the relevant VTS and shall record in the ship’s log that they have submitted SP 2 Report and all 
information received regarding strait traffic . 
 
The SP 2 report shall be submitted to the concerned sector of the relevant VTS area where the 
ship will enter into. 

VTS NAME NORTH ENTRANCE VHF SOUTH ENTRANCE VHF 

İSTANBUL SECTÖR TÜRKELİ CH 11 SECTÖR MARMARA 
* SECTOR KADIKÖY 

CH 10 
CH 14 

ÇANAKKALE SECTOR GELİBOLU CH 11 SECTOR KUMKALE CH 13 

*For vessels which will make their first contact with Sector Kadıköy as per their approach direction 



 4

 
SP 2 REPORT FORM 

Code Meaning 
A SHIP’S NAME / CALL SIGN / FLAG / IMO NO / MMSI NO 
F MAXIMUM MANOEUVRING SPEED 
G PORT OF DEPARTURE 
H TIME TO THE ENTRANCE OF THE STRAIT 
I PORT OF DESTINATION 

J 
REQUEST PILOT (YES OR NO) 
 ISTANBUL STRAIT 
 MARMARA SEA 
 ÇANAKKALE STRAIT 

P  DANGEROUS CARGO (IF HAVE) 
*T SHIP’S AGENT / REPRESENTATIVE 
Q DEFECTS/DAMAGE/DEFICIENCIES/OTHER LIMITATING REASONS 
X WHETHER READY FOR THE PASSAGE OF STRAIT 

*For the vessels/boats do not obliged to submit SP1 but just SP2  
 
If vessels will wait for any reason they should notify it on their SP2 report. After they inform the 
relevant VTS that they are ready for the passage of Strait, they are accepted for the traffic 
organization.  
 
 
Position Report 
Vessels LOA 20 meters and over that will enter the Straits of Istanbul and Çanakkale, up to 5 
nautical miles from the entrances of t h e  Strait, shall provide a Position Report containing 
information identifying themselves to the relevant VTS sector via VHF. 
 
 

POSITION REPORT FORM 
 

Code Meaning 
A SHIP’S NAME 
D POSITION 

 
 
Call Point Report 
• Active Participant vessels which will pass through Istanbul and/or Çanakkale Straits, at the entrance, 

exit and sector passage to the VTS area covering Strait is to be passed; 
• Active Participant vessels which will not pass through Istanbul and/or Canakkale Strait but will pass 

from VTS area in Black Sea and Aegean Sea; 
 
     should submit call point report via VHF at the entrance and exit of area. 
 

CALL POINT REPORT FORM 
 

Code Meaning 
A SHIP’S NAME 
D POSITION (DEPARTED AND INCLUDED SECTOR) 

 
 
 
Marmara Report (MARRAP) 
 
 
- Active participant vessels which will pass through TSVTS area and navigating between Marmara 

Ports shall submit MARRAP to both  their exit and entrance sector at the Sector Gelibolu-Sector 
Marmara and  Sector Marmara- Sector Gelibolu passage with the sector that they entered to the 
TSVTS area; 

- If Vessels departed from a port in Marmara and will pass through the Strait , enter to another VTS 
area before the VTS area covering the Strait that they will pass shall submit MARRAP to the 
sector entered via VHF.  
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MARMARA REPORT (MARRAP) FORM 
 
Code Meaning 

A SHIP’S NAME 
D POSITION 
G PORT OF DEPARTURE 
I PORT OF ARRIVAL 
P WHETHER DANGEROUS CARGO IS ON BOARD 

 
 

COMMUNICATION 
 
Communication Language and Format 
 
• The communication language of the TSVTS is English and SMCP shall be used in order to ensure 

an accurate communication. 
• Turkish can be used to the Turkish vessels and vessels engaged pilot on board. 
• The following message markers should be used for communications with the TSVTS. 
 
 

When Communication in Turkish When Communication in English 

• BİLGİ 
• TAVSİYE 
• UYARI 
• TALİMAT 
• SORU 
• CEVAP  
• TALEP 
• NİYET 

• INFORMATION 
• ADVICE 
• WARNING 
• INSTRUCTION 
• QUESTION 
• ANSWER 
• REQUEST 
• INTENTION 

 
 
• In circumstances that  TSVTS operator deemed to be necessary, he may repeat a message in 

English to Turkish and/or vice-versa. 
• When communicating with the VTSC, care should be exercised not to speak rapidly and to 

pronounce words correctly. 
 

TSVTS shall operate in VHF channels 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14. 
 
“All communication except for the SAFETY OF NAVIGATION on these channels is forbidden .” 
 
 
As a general principle within the TSVTS area, there should be no communication between vessels as 
much as possible and data flow shall be conducted through the TSVTS. Working channels of TSVTS 
should not be used other than its purpose. 
 
Keeping in mind that the positions of all vessels transmitting on VHF is determined through 
VHF/DF by the system and all communication is recorded, all unnecessary communication 
should be avoided and always should be obeyed to the discipline of communication.  
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Sectors And VHF Channels 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 1  : Turkish Straits Vessel Traffic Service (TSVTS) Area and Sectors 
 
 
ISTANBUL VESSEL TRAFFIC SERVICE  
 
The sectors of Istanbul VTS and designated VHF working channels are in the following order from 
north to south. 
 
 
SECTOR NAME WORKING CHANNEL CALL SIGN 
TÜRKELİ VHF  Channel 11 SECTOR TÜRKELİ 
KAVAK VHF  Channel 12 SECTOR KAVAK 
KANDİLLİ VHF  Channel 13 SECTOR KANDİLLİ 
KADIKÖY VHF  Channel 14 SECTOR KADIKÖY 
MARMARA VHF  Channel 10 SECTOR MARMARA 
 
 
The northern limits of the Istanbul VTS are the line connecting the following positions. 
 
     A :  41° 10.5’  N / 029° 35’  E 
     B :  41° 32.5’  N / 029° 35’  E 
     C :  41° 32.5’  N / 028° 45’  E 
     D :  41° 19.0’  N / 028° 45’  E 
 
 
The southern limits of the Istanbul VTS are the lines connecting the following positions. 
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A:  40° 52.5’  N / 029° 13.8’  E 
B:  40° 48.5’  N / 029° 09.0’  E 
C:  40° 39.9’  N / 029° 09.0’  E 
D:  40° 41.0’  N / 028° 10.0’  E 
E:  40° 51.6’  N / 028° 10.0’  E 
F:  40° 55.1’  N / 028° 43.4’  E 
G:  40° 58.2’  N / 028° 43.4’  E 

 

 
 

Figure 2  : Istanbul Vessel Traffic Service Area and Sectors 
 
Sector Türkeli 
The northern limit of this sector is the northern limit of the Istanbul VTS. 
The southern limit of this sector is the line connecting Fil Burnu Light at (41°12.4’ N / 29° 07.13’ E) 
and Çalı Burnu Light (41° 12.43’ N / 29° 06.37’ E) 
 
Sector Kavak 
The northern limit of this sector is the southern limit of sector Türkeli. 
The southern limit of this sector is the Fatih Sultan Mehmet Bridge. 
 
Sector Kandilli 
The northern limit of this sector is Fatih Sultan Mehmet Bridge. 
The southern limit of this sector is the line joining Haydarpasa Breakwater north end  
(41° 00.6’ N / 029° 00.1’ E) and position ashore 41° 00.6’ N / 28° 59.23’ E including the Haydarpasa 
Port and Kadiköy Breakwater 
 
Sector Kadiköy 




















